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Farm practice...the N & P economy
A view from the seed trade
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VARIETIES

INPUTS

SOILS



άLƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǊƛǎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŦŀƭƭΣ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜέ
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Investments

August 2008 OSR prices ïSept 07 ïAug 08

DOW JONES AIG COMMODITIES INDEX
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Return on Investment



Which strategy? άtŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘ ƛƴ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƛƳŜǎΚέ 
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Output 
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p
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üDrainage

üOrganic content

üLiming

üMachinery

üErosion

üCompaction

üWater logging

üCropping changes

üNVZs
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Soils ά.ŜǘǘŜǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǎƻƛƭǎέ

ñThey ainôt making land no moreò....look after it!



VOptimise sources of nutrients

VOptimise response to inputs

VBiosolids, Composts & AD digestates

...BUT

üConsistency of response

üConsistency of product? 

üConsistency of application?

üContaminants?

üFinite resource?
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Inputs άLƴŦƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǇǳǘǎΚέ

ñWhere thereôs muck thereôs brassò



άwŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊέ

Breeding can offer

VBIG RETURN ON INVESTMENT FOR 
GROWERS

VOptimised responseto inputs

VFlexible ςhigh input/low input varieties?

VForaging ability?

VMore of what we want!

BUT....
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Varieties άaŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǾŀǊƛŜǘƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘέ
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Rotations �t the big unknown?


